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Aim of this study are
1. to analyze prevalence and distribution of HPV in Squamous  Cell
Carcinomas of the Head and Neck, for better therapeutic  and
prognostic management of the patient; 
2.study the  prevalence of HPV also in potentially malignant lesions  
(PMD) of the head and neck area, to be able to make  increasingly
early diagnoses; 
3.identify the presence of the  virus that is causative - oncogenic and
not simply episomic HPV  DNA

OVERALL PREVALENCE of LR-HPV in all lesions in the  HN-district is
5%.
OVERALL PREVALENCE of HR-HPV was 5.5%, with greater positivity  
in the male sex.
LR-HPV was not positive in any squamous  carcinoma and was
positive in 2 out of 22 squamous  papillomas.
HR-HPV was found in 2.6% of all PMD  malignant disease  and in
11.7% of HNSCC. 
No cases of  squamous laryngeal carcinoma were associated with
HPV  infection in this coorte as evaluated by ISH.
Prevalence of distribution of LR-HPV in all HN-lesions is 5%.
HR-HPV prevalence is 5.5%, with greater positivity  in the male sex.
LR-HPV was not positive in any squamous  carcinoma and was
positive in 2 out of 22 squamous  papillomas.
HR-HPV was found in 2.6% of all potentially  malignant disease  and
in 11.7% of HNSCC. 
No cases of  squamous laryngeal carcinoma were associated with
HPV  infection in this coorte as evaluated by ISH.

Positive findingof HR-HPVin HNSCCconfirms and  strengthens the
role of the virus in carcinogenesis and the  evidentprevalence of
incidence in males. Presenceof HR-  HPV in PMDsuggeststhe
possibility of setting upless invasive screening for the identification
of the virus, to allow the diagnosisof carcinoma in the earlystages
and/or prevent  progressiontowardsmalignanttransformation.
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